
Published: October 28, 2011 
 

Photographer captures pathos of abandoned 
Scranton Lace Works in North Scranton 

 
BY JOSH MCAULIFFE (STAFF WRITER) 

 
 
 
Michael Borek came to the old Scranton Lace Works thinking it might 
make for an interesting one-off photo shoot. 

He ended up falling hard for the haunting, post-industrial beauty he found 
within the sprawling North Scranton facility. 

The Bethesda, Md.-based photographer traveled to Scranton several times 
last year to accumulate the material for his project depicting the remnants 
of Scranton Lace, which closed in 2002 after years as one of the area's 
biggest employers. 

Currently, 26 of the photos he took there can be seen in the Multiple 
Exposures Gallery of the Torpedo Factory Art Center in Alexandria, Va. 
The exhibit, titled "Effective Immediately," will remain on display 
through Monday, Nov. 7. 

The exhibit's name pertains to the final day of operations at Scranton 
Lace, when the company's vice president told employees, mid-shift, that 
the facility was closing "effective immediately." 

"Those words seemed very ominous to me," Mr. Borek said. "You're in 
the place, and you see how people left their personal stuff behind. To me, 
that was very powerful." 

 

Left behind 

A native of Prague, Czechoslovakia, and a longtime freelance Czech 
translator and interpreter - his clients include the State Department - Mr. 
Borek has been a serious photographer for the past decade, with a 
particular interest in discarded objects and dilapidated buildings. 

Last year, some acquaintances from the Scranton area suggested he come 



and take a look at Scranton Lace, which in its heyday was the world's 
biggest producer of Nottingham lace and employed several thousand 
people. 

After the property's current owner gave him permission to shoot at the 
factory, he made his first trip here in February 2010. 

Mr. Borek was fascinated by the facility's frozen-in-time quality, and felt 
like "an archeologist sifting through the layers of history." He quickly 
realized one visit wouldn't be enough, and in the months that followed, he 
returned on at least seven more occasions. 

"The spirit of the place is very powerful," he said. "The more I came, the 
more I realized how powerful the place is." 

 

Exposed 

In the end, Mr. Borek took more than 4,000 pictures, from a lone red 
leather chair on the stage of the company theater with the curtain half 
drawn, as if to say, "the show is over," to a showroom sign that once read, 
"Beautify Your Home by Scranton," but, in its current, broken state, now 
reads "Beautify your 'S.'" 

Another picture shows plants growing behind a large sectional window. 
To Mr. Borek's eye, the patterns created by the plants give the window a 
stained-glass quality. 

"It's nature reclaiming the place," he said. "It looks very noble, almost 
like a cathedral." 

People in the art world are taking notice of the Scranton Lace photos, 
several of which have been selected for juried shows by curators from the 
Corcoran, Whitney, Hirshhorn and Getty museums. And the "Beautify" 
photo recently placed second in the fine arts category at the FotoWeek 
DC photography festival. 

Mr. Borek isn't quite ready to turn the page on Scranton Lace just yet. At 
the moment, he's making arrangements to come back to the area to 
interview and photograph former company employees. 

Contact the writer: jmcauliffe@timesshamrock.com 



What: "Effective Immediately," by Michael Borek 

Where: Multiple Exposures Gallery at the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
Studio 312, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria, Va. 

When: Through Monday, Nov. 7; 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily and 2 to 9 p.m. 
on Thursdays 

Details: For more information, call the gallery at 703-683-2205 or visit 
torpedofactory.org or michaelborek.com. 

	  


