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Plastic cameras are cheap, prone to light leaks and 
unpredictable. Which is why a lot of photographers 
are drawn to them in the digital age of pixel counts, 
precision focus and Photoshop. 

''You don't know how the image is going to turn out when you shoot with a plastic camera. The 
unpredictability is a big part of the draw," says San Francisco photographer Carlos Arietta, one of the 
many artists whose work is on view in the RayKo Photo Center's 2010 International Juried Plastic 
Camera Show. 

The show, which features more than 100 images by amateurs and pros from around the Bay Area and 
far beyond, is filled with intriguing pictures made with simple plastic-lens-and-body cameras that 
inherently produce soft-focus, often dreamy images. There's a surreal, painterly quality to many of the 
photographs, particularly the work of Czech artist Michael Borek, whose images are being showcased 
this year. He shoots with the popular Chinese-made Holga camera (the gallery is selling new Holgas 
for $35). His mysteriously beautiful "Homage to Kamil Ihotak" brings Magritte to mind. A hot air 
balloon carrying two figures hangs in a twilight blue sky, a strange glow oflight emanating from the 
blurry town in the distance. 

Borek had been obsessed with making super-sharp and refined digital images "until I met Holga," he 
wrote. "She helped me let go and took me to the realm where imperfection and unpredictability -
thanks to light leaks and lack of focus - can be inspiring." 

Arietta, who teaches digital photography, printing classes and does high-end digital production work 

at RayKo, loves the unexpected results he gets with his Vintage Diana, a plastic camera using 120 mm 
film that was mass-produced in Hong Kong in the 1960s and '70S. He bought it from a friend for $54 
(you can buy a new Diana for $50). 

"With digital, it's instant gratification," Arietta says. His untitled contribution to the show is a loose, 
abstracted black-and-white image - shot from inside a spindly metal sculpture strung with bottles
printed on fine art paper on which he painted Pollock-like splatters with photographic emulsion. "With 
a plastic camera, you have to leave it to chance. Each image is a gift. Sometimes you get an amazing 
gift, sometimes you get something you don't want." 

michaelborek
Highlight





	  
	  
“Balloon”	  by	  Michael	  Borek,	  who	  uses	  a	  Holga	  plastic	  camera,	  creates	  painterly	  images.	  His	  work	  is	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
being	  showcased	  this	  year.	  
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